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'¥ T has been remarked, that in proportion as a nation advances 

from barbari{m to civilization, the women rife into efteem, 
hold a more important ftation in fociety, and become more and 
more objects of attention, Upon a fair eftimate, we fhall proba- 
bly find a higher degree of true refinement in the polifhed na- 
tions of modern Europe, than what prevailed even in the bright- 
eft days of Greece and Rome. Accordingly a lady at the court 
of Verfailles, or of London, is treated with a refpect, attention, 
and obfervance, to which an Athenian beauty or a Roman ma- 
tron was not accuftomed. 


One would naturally expect to meet with the fame progrefs of 
refinement among writers who treat of the female character. We 
‘find, however, that this is not the cafe; and that women are 
often treated in books with the moft fovereign contempt by the 
moft elegant writers. An Englifh author, diftinguifhed for the 
elegance and the politenefs.of his manners, while he acknow- 
ledges the influence of the fair fex, and inculcates the neceflity of 
gaining their good graces by every man who withes to advance 
in the road of ambition, at the fame time talks of women in ge- 
neral as beings of an inferior order. He does not fcruple to call 


‘them, “* Children of a larger growth,” and to fay, that he never 


knew one woman capable of reafoning or of acting confequen- 
tially for four and twenty hours together. 


It is not my intention at prefent to enter the lifts with the Earl 


of Chefterfield. 1 flatter myfelf it is an unneceflary tafk, and that 


few of my readers require any other argument than their own 
feelings and obfervation, to be fatisfied of the injuftice of his 
Z Lordfhip’s 
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Lordfhip’s invective againft the lovelieft part of the creation, 
** the laft, beft work of Heaven,” 


This injuftice of our fex towards the other often arifes from a 
want of duly confidering the different conditions of each. The 
law in fome inftances confiders women in a ftate of pupillage; 
and they frequently may be reckoned fo in conduéct. They are 
neceflarily under the tutelage of circumftances and of fituation, 
governed by the’decorum of fex, by the forms of the world. If 
we picture to ourfelves a woman divefted of that pliability of 
mind, firm in refolve, unfhaken in condu&, unmoved by the 
delicacies of fituation, by the fafhions of the times, by the fear 
even of common-place obloquy, or of flippant cenfure; in the 
delineation of fuch a character, we immediately change the idea 
of the fex, and, like the fon of Peleus difcovered amidfi the 
daughters of Lycomedes, we fee under the form of woman the 
virtues and qualities of a man, 





There is one particular in which we hear the fex daily blamed, 
and in which their conduét has afforded matter for much fevere 
cenfure; I mean, a predilection they are fuppofed to bear to fri- 
volous men, poffefling no one valuable talent, no one quality 
fufficient to procure either refpect or efteem. In this, as in other 
things, I am inclined to believe, that it is not always in the free- 
dom of choice, but in that vaflalage of fituation and circum- 
ftances which I mentioned, that their fociety is formed. But 
were I even to admit that women are apt to prefer the fociety of 
men of light and fhowy parts to that of men of more cultivated 
minds; I cannot, for my part, allow, that they merit all the ob- 
Joquy that has been thrown upon them on that account. 


There is in the female character a fear of offending, a felf-dif- 
fidence, a delicate fenfe of propriety, which renders a woman un- 
happy when fhe fays or does, or thinks fhe has faid or done, a 
thing not perfectly as it ought to have been. A quick percep- 
tion, and a delicate fenfibility, render her feelingly alive to the 
opinions of thofe around her. Hence proceeds that modeft fhy- 
nefs, that bewitching foftnefs, the moft attractive charm which 
Heaven has beftowed on womankind. Afraid of an inferiority, 
a woman of fenfibility feels a certain degree of uneafine(s in the 
company of men of high ability and profound learning, Diffi- 
dent 
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dent of being able to converfe with fuch men on equal terms, 
fhe fancies fhe is contemned by,them; fhe feels a difagreeable 
reftraint in their prefence, from which fhe is glad to be relieved, 
and to find herfelf in a circle where, though fhe may meet with 
lefs genius, lefs knowledge, and lefs wit, fhe is more upon a foot- 


ing with thofe around her, and lefs afraid of betraying any de- 
fect in herfelf. 


Perhaps, too, men poffeffed of uncommon talents and great 
genius, are apt to truft too much to their intrinfic merit, and to 
defpife, as beneath their regard, thofe graces and accomplith- 
ments, the fole end of which is to render a man agreeable in fo- 
ciety. As gold, without being highly polithed, will always be 
valued, they feem to think they may reft fecure upon their Ster- 
ling merit, as fufficient to procure them the efteem and confidera- 
tion of mankind, How many men of genius and of knowledge 
could we name, whofe manners are difgufting, and to whom 
nothing could reconcile us but a confcioufnefs of their fuperio- 
rity in the higher endowments of the mind? A Locke ora New- 
ton may be very unpleafing companions, and may be deficient 
in every quality requifite to render a man agreeable in the com- 


mon intercourfe of life, But the fame quick and delicate per- 
ception which gives pain to a woman when fhe imagines fhe her- 
felf has been guilty of any impropriety in behaviour or in manner, 
leads her to obferve with attention the manners of others, to be 
charmed with the eafe, the elegance, the politenefs of a well-bred 
man, and to be difgufted with the firft appearance of any thing 
harfh, vulgar, or illiberal, 


It may alfo be obferved, that there is fomething in the female 
mind which delights more in the beautiful than the fublime, 
more in the amiable than the fplendid, more in what engages 
and captivates, than in what awes with its grandeur and afto- 
nifhes with its vaftnefs. A woman mutt be ma/culine to a certain 
degree before fhe can prefer Homer to Virgil, Milton to Taffo, and 
Shakefpeare to Metaftajio, or the bold ftrokes of Michael Angelo, 
to the graceful touches of Guido. May not the fame foftnefs 
and delicacy difpofe her to prefer thofe gentle manners and ami- 
able qualities which adorn private and domeftic fcenes, to the 
more fplendid talents which fita man to fhine in public life, in 
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the fenate, or in the field, to thofe which qualify him to inftrud& 
and inform mankind by philofophical inquiry, or deep inveftiga- 
tion? 


In this, as in every thing elfe, we have reafon to admire the 
wifdom and benevolence of the Author of Nature. It falls to the 
lot of a very {mall portion of the human race, to poflefs thofe ta- 
Jents which enable a man “ to read his hiftory in a nation’s eyes.” 
Were the regard, the efteem, the confidence of the women con- 
fined to fuch alone, the bulk of mankind would be deprived of 
the beft, the pureft fource of happinefs which this world affords, 
What enjoyment can be compared with the -felicity flowing 
from a union with a virtuous woman, who pours out her foul 
into the bofom of him fhe loves, who repofes in him with un- 
bounded confidence, and whofe great object of ambition it is to 
foften’every care, to alleviate every calamity? What object can 
‘be more beautiful, or more engaging, than fuch a woman in the 
midft of her family, diffufing happinefs on all around her? 
There, to ufe the words of the eloquent Rouffeau, ‘* Son empire eft 
‘* un empire de douceur, d’addrefle, et de complaifance; fes or= 
“* dres font des carefles, fes -menaces font des pleurs.” 

Confiderable ufe, however, might be made of the difference, 
in difpofition, in feeling, and in fituation, between the fexes, if, 
in their intercourfe with one another, thofe qualities which are 
moft eftimable in each were allowed their influence in a benefi- 
cial, not an extravagant degree. Were the men to derive from 
the fociety of the women gentlenefs, complacence, fenfibility; 
were the women to borrow from that of the men fteadinefs, deli- 
beration, and fortitude; charaters might be formed not lefs 
amiable than-ufeful, not lefs engaging than enlightened. Wif- 
dom would no longer be accufed of feverity, nor Sprightlinefs 
cenfured for levity, Virtue would affume her moft winning as 
well as her moft refpeQable form; and many votaries would be 
fixed by her fmiles, whom her precepts had been unable to retain, 
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